Revealed in Makkah 


aaa gil Cpe ll all) as 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 
ce yy) a leg Sy gel) 28 Le 4d Co Sl alll Sell 
34:1 All praise is due to Allah, to Whom belongs all 
that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth. 


“ya Sal “ag AY 4 Meal al, 


His is all praise in the Hereafter, and He is the AIll- 
Wise, the All-Aware. 


Ce Sj Ua'g Lake 73 Lely Ge YI C28 Ge Ue ales 
Lead yaa beg 5 Lal) 


34:2 He knows that which goes into the earth and 
that which comes forth from it, and that which 
descends from the heaven and that which ascends 
to it. 





ail peal 


And He is the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving. 








All Praise and the Knowledge of the Unseen belong to Allah 
Alone 


Allah tells us that all praise belongs to Him alone in this world 
and in the Hereafter, because He is the Giver and Bestower who 
gives to the people of this world and the Hereafter, the 
Sovereign and Controller of all. 


Allah says: 
ail'y S00 AT, S89, 159) 4 Seal Al “gs 9) A) Y All “hy 
Oey 
And He is Allah; none has the right to be worshipped but 
He, all praise is due to Him (both) in the first (i.e., in this 


world) and in the last (the Hereafter). And for Him is the 
decision, and to Him shall you (all) be returned. (28:70) 


Allah says: 
vee DIU (gh ey ON glatall (28 Ue 4d cll all Set) 
All praise is due to Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in 
the heavens and all that is in the earth. 


meaning, all of it is His dominion and is enslaved 
by Him and subject to His control, as Allah says: 


cls is 5850 Ws 
And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) 
and the first (this world). (92:13) 
Then Allah says: 
BAU fell ATs 


His is all praise in the Hereafter, 
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for He is the One Who will be worshipped forever 
and praised for eternity. 
ve ASAT 5... 


and He is the All-Wise, means, in all that He says and 
does, legislates and decrees. 


(1) Saal... 
the All-Aware. 
from Whom nothing at all is hidden or concealed. 
Malik narrated that Az-Zuhri said, 


He is All-Aware of His creation, All-Wise in His 
commands. 


Allah says: 
wo Ube GR GD od Gh Us ey 
He knows that which goes into the earth and that which 
comes forth from it, 


meaning, He knows the number of raindrops that 
sink into the depths of the earth, and the seeds 
that have been sown, and the things that are 
hidden in it, and He knows what comes forth from 
that, how many they are, how they grow and 
what they look like. 


and that which descends from the heaven, 
means, of raindrops and provision, 
eB ZS... 
and that which ascends to it. 


and what ascends into it, i.e., righteous deeds 
and other things. 


(¥) sl pan A. 


And He is the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving. 


means, He is Most Merciful to His servants; He 
does not hasten to punish them, and He forgives 
the sins of those who repent to Him and put their 
trust in Him. 


deal) Gs ¥ 1) 8S Cydll OW, 


34:3 Those who disbelieve say: "The Hour will not 
come to us." 


ice - 0 ZeG- WEB Sora a Vd 
pial) ale s&s Oy ob Us 
Say: "Yes, by my Lord, the All-Knower of the 
Unseen, it will come to you; 


eye SY! ed Vg hs paul cst 80 lds Ake ja Y 
poate AAS 6689) IST 9g AB ye eal 9g 


not even the weight of a speck of dust or less than 
that or greater escapes His knowledge in the 
heavens or in the earth but it is in a Clear Book." 


Ra ON } glace 5 1 guale Call Og jal 


34:4 That He may recompense those who believe 
Vale Melomalelaix-fellt-melololemel-1-1e lm 


aS (3.5.79 bake aed GTI 


Those, theirs is forgiveness and generous provision. 


Cite agl cit J Cp jales Hale (a Pgs Call’, 
aa) Je) Ue 


34:5 But those who strive against Our Ayat to 
frustrate them -- those, for them will be a severe 
painful torment. 





gh Sy oo EN Opa oN Aba 1 Gall Gos 
desl jz jell Le NI tees Gall 


34:6 And those who have been given knowledge see 
that what is revealed to you from your Lord is the 
truth, and that it guides to the path of the Exalted 
in might, Owner of all praise. 














The Hour will come so that each Person will be rewarded or 
punished in accordance with His Deeds 






This is one of three Ayat -- there is no fourth -- where Allah 
commands His Messenger to swear by His Almighty Lord that 
the resurrection will surely come, because the stubborn 
followers of disbelief denied that it would happen. 


- One of these Ayat is in Surah Yunus, where Allah says: 
oe ee, ik ee ei eS ope - 8 Bae FH u 8 ane -- 
Ca janie: pail Leo's Gal Ai) 2 yy cs! Us gh Gal Gi dig, 

And they ask you to inform them (saying): "Is it true!" 


Say: "Yes! By my Lord! It is the very truth! and you 
cannot escape it!" (10:53) 


- The second of these Ayat is this one: 
_.. SB iy Ah US Ae al Gb Us SS Gall OW, 
Those who disbelieve say: "The Hour will not come to 
us." 
Say: "Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you...". 


- And the third of them appears in Surah At-Taghabun, where 
Allah says: 


Cay Cyigl  AR yyg oh UB Ns ot ol 18S Cull Ge 

“ag alll le all, pile 
The disbelievers pretend that they will never be 
resurrected (for reckoning). 


Say: "Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected, 
then you will be informed of what you did; and that is 
easy for Allah." (64:7) 


And Allah says here: 
Say: "Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you..." 
Then Allah is described in a manner that affirms that: 
OS AU, ca gLel) 8558 Uli Ate Cia U id lle 
(T) crate HES (28 USF UT, GUI Gye “patel Us 
the All-Knower of the Unseen, not even the weight of a 
speck of dust or less than that or greater escapes His 


knowledge in the heavens or in the earth but it is in a 
Clear Book. 


Mujahid and Qatadah said, 
"Nothing is hidden or concealed from Him." 


In other words, everything is encompassed by His 
knowledge, and nothing is hidden from Him. Even 
though bones may be scattered and disintegrate, He 
knows where they have gone and where they have 
dispersed, then He will bring them back just as He 
created them in the first place, because He has 
knowledge of all things. 


Then Allah tells us of His wisdom in re-creating bodies 
and bringing about the Hour, as He says: 


(£) aS (39 dee aed Gil gf ta tall | ghee ’y | gel Gud ic jad 
vee Cp jal LEU) (68 Mpa Guill’, 


That He may recompense those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds. Those, theirs is forgiveness and 
generous provision. 


But those who strive against Our Ayat to frustrate them, 
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meaning, those who try to turn others away from 
the path of Allah and who disbelieve His 
Messengers, 


(°) aul Ja'y ce Gide SGT. 
those, for them will be a severe painful torment. 


This means, He will bestow His favor upon the 
blessed, who are the believers, and will punish 
the doomed, who are the disbelievers. 


This is like the Ayah: 

vis 5) Goal SG Gaal St kal 4 shag 9 
Os lal 

Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the 


dwellers of the Paradise. It is the dwellers of 
Paradise that will be successful. (59:20) 


cB GEIS al Thee Lite Gell Ue 4! 
DEMS Cs Usa BI U2 9! 


Shall We treat those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds like those who cause 
mischief on the earth Or shall We treat those who 
have Taqwa as the evildoers. (38:28) 


ve GaN) 8 EB Ge GE OU 5if oS A ST Call eons 


And those who have been given knowledge see that 
what is revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, 


This is another kind of wisdom, following on from 
the one before, which is that when those who 
believed in what was revealed to the Messengers 
see the onset of the Hour and how the righteous 
and the wicked will be rewarded and punished 
respectively, which they knew of beforehand in 
this world from the Books of Allah and which they 
are now seeing with their own eyes, they will say: 


Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with 
the truth. (7:43) 


And it will be said: 
Cy glu’ yall (gives gee “yl acy lle 


This is what the Most Gracious had 
promised, and the Messengers spoke 
truth! (36:52) 


Sie ogg gd Soll o's ol) alll a's 8 A 


Indeed you have stayed according to the 
decree of Allah, until the Day of 
Resurrection; so this is the Day of 
Resurrection (30:56) 


col) Scety Gal “Ey cys GE) OF cSt ba AT Gall oon 
(7) aval jot) LI 


And those who have been given knowledge see that 
what is revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, and 
that it guides to the path of the Exalted in might, Owner 
of all praise. 


The Exalted in might is the One Who is All- 
Powerful, Whom none can overwhelm or resist, 
but He subjugates and controls all things. The 
Owner of All praise is the One Who, in all His 
words, deeds, laws and decrees, is deserving of 
praise, may He be glorified and exalted. 


lal At Jay cle AIS Ua 155885 O25 Oty 
in Aes yes US Bai ys 


34:7 Those who disbelieve say: "Shall we direct you 


to a man who will tell you (that) when you have 
become fully disintegrated into dust with full 
dispersion, then you will be created (again) anew!" 











fia as af LS all) le al 


34:8 Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there 
a madness in him! 


STiall’s IRAN 8 SSL Gy she's Y Cull 
prem 


Nay, but those who disbelieve in the Hereafter are 
(themselves) in a torment, and in far error. 


¢ Lasalle egal Les gash On “pa Us coll Py yp lal 
vals 


34:9 See they not what is before them and what is 
behind them, of the heaven and the earth! 


Ce (au agile Lis’, Fe gY) gs Cau LES 
Lana) 


If We will, We shall sink the earth with them, or 
cause a piece of the heaven to fall upon them. 


ey ew - - eee me 


Verily, in this is a sign for every servant who turns 
(to Allah) in repentance. 


The Disbelievers' Denial of Life after Death, and the 
Refutation of Their View 


Here Allah tells us how the disbelievers and heretics denied that 
the Hour will come, and mocked the Messenger for speaking of 
it. 


| Sila IS 98 fa 1) ARES Ja) le AAISS Us 1 LAS Gall UM 





Those who disbelieve say: "Shall we direct you to a man 
who will tell you (that) when you have become fully 
disintegrated into dust with full dispersion..." 


means, when your bodies have disintegrated into 
the earth and dispersed without a trace, 


then you (means, after this has happened), 


(Y) ape GR dl... 


will be created (again) anew. 


means, you will be restored to life and will receive 
provision anew. 


* By telling us this, he is doing one of two things: 


- either he is deliberately fabricating something 
and saying that Allah has revealed it to him, or 


- he is not doing it deliberately, but he is deluded 
as crazy and insane people are.' 


They said: 


Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there a 
madness in him! 


Allah said, refuting their words: 


Nay, 


(A) ayall SULal’y all Cas yall & she'gh U Gall Ub 


but those who disbelieve in the Hereafter are 


(themselves) in a torment, and in far error. 


meaning, the matter is not as they claim or as 
they think; on the contrary, Muhammad is the 
one who is telling the truth, and is righteous and 
wise; he is the one who has brought the truth, 
and they are the foolish and ignorant liars. 
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are (themselves) in a torment, 


means, their disbelief, which will lead 
them to the torment of Allah. 


aed) Sal, |. 


and in far error. 
i.e. far from the truth in this world. 


Then Allah warns them of His power in the creation of heavens 
and earth, as He says: 


ve GIL sg Leal Co pel Le'y agiatil hts Le ol I's 2 lal 


See they not what is before them and what is behind 
them, of the heaven and the earth! 


meaning, wherever they go, in whatever 
direction, the heavens are above them and the 
earth is beneath them. 


This is like the Ayah: 

Cees gel By SU ts Lay 
Osea SB GEES LAN, 
With Hands did We construct the heaven. Verily, 
We are Able to extend the vastness of space 
thereof. And We have spread out the earth; how 

Excellent Spreader (thereof) are We! (51:47-48) 

1 UL Ga US pelle i) Ga UN ge Cas Oy 


If We will, We shall sink the earth with them, or cause a 
piece of the heaven to fall upon them. 


means, ‘if We wished, We could do that to them 
because of their wrongdoing and Our power over 
them, but We delay it because We are Patient and 
Forgiving.’ 
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Then Allah says: 
(4) Sapte she USI AGU all (8G .., 
Verily, in this is a sign for every Munib servant. 


Ma*mar narrating from Qatadah, said that Al-Munib 
means every one who repents. 


Sufyan narrated from Qatadah, that Al-Munib is the one 

who turns to Allah. 
This means that in looking at the creation of the 
heavens and the earth, there is a sign for every 
servant who is intelligent and wise and who turns 
towards Allah. There is a sign of the Allah's ability 
to recreate bodies and bring about’ the 
Resurrection, because the One Who was able to 
create these heavens -- with their vast reaches of 
space, and this earth, as deep and vast as it is -- 
is able to recreate bodies and revive decayed 
bones. 


This is like the Ayat: 
Fle ak Gay dal Ga al GAL) 
Is not He Who created the heavens and 


the earth, Able to create the like of them! 
Yes, indeed! (36:81) 


(a) ell ay Us ‘ps ells or eul ~ e pien 

Cy gales Y Call a8 
The creation of the heavens and the earth 
is indeed greater than the creation of 


mankind; yet, most of mankind know not. 
(40:57) 


Sed Le ag sha Liles “ral 


34:10 And indeed We bestowed grace on Dawud 
from Us (saying): 








ually dae G'} Ul 
"O you mountains! Glorify with him! And you birds 
(also)! 


asa at GF, 


And We made the iron soft for him." 


A labie Lsleely Sil By Ue 


34:11 Saying: "Make you perfect coats of mail, and 
balance well the rings of chain armor (Sard), and 
work you (men) righteousness. Truly, I am All-Seer 
of what you do." 


The Favors which Allah bestowed upon Dawud 


Allah says: 





And indeed We bestowed grace on Dawud from Us 
(saying): 


"O you mountains! Glorify with him! And you birds 
(also)! 


And We made the iron soft for him." 


Here Allah tells us how He blessed His servant 
and Messenger Dawud (David), peace be upon 
him, and what He gave him of His great bounty, 
giving him both Prophethood and kingship, and 
huge numbers of troops. And He blessed him with 
a mighty voice. Such that when he glorified Allah, 
the firm, solid, high mountains joined him in 
glorifying Allah, and the free-roaming birds, who 
go out in the morning and come back in the 
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evening, stopped for him, and he was able to 
speak all languages. 


In the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah 
heard the voice of Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari, may Allah be 
pleased with him, reciting at night, and he stopped and 
listened to his recitation, then he said: 

a0 SD al fe Ue le js es (SF ad 


This man has been given one of the sweet 
melodious voices of the Prophet Dawud. 


Abu Uthman An-Nahdi said, 


"IT never heard any cymbal, — stringed 
instrument or chord that was more beautiful 
than the voice of Abu Musa Al-Ash ‘ari, may 
Allah be pleased with him." 


cal (Glorify) means, glorify Allah. 


This was the view of Ibn Abbas, Mujahid 
and others. 


The root of this word (Ta'wib) means to 
repeat or respond, so the mountains and 
birds were commanded to repeat after 
him. 


aysall 41 GI, 


And We made the iron soft for him. 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, Al-A mash and others said, 


He did not need to heat it in the fire or beat it 
with a hammer: he could simply twist it in his 
hands, like a thread. 


Allah said: 
1 oa al of 
Saying: Make you perfect coats of mail..., 
which means chain mail. 
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Qatadah said, 


He was the first person ever to make chain mail; 
before that, they used to wear plated armor. 


oo Sonal AS... 
and balance well the rings of chain armor (Sard), 


This is how Allah taught His Prophet Dawud, 
peace be upon him, to make coats of mail. 


Mujahid said concerning the Ayah: “yl G4 {89 (and 
balance well the rings of chain armor (Sard)), 


"Do not make the rivets too loose that the rings 
(of chain mail) will shake, or make them too tight 
that they will not be able to move at all, but make 
it just right." 


Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said, 
"Sard refers to a ring of iron." 
Some of them said, 


"Chain mail is called Masrud; if it is held together 
with rivets." 


ate | shet’s .., 
and work you (men) righteousness. 


means, with regard to what Allah has given you 
of blessings. 


(1)) Syne Cyst Les oS. 
Truly, Iam All-Seer of what you do. 


means, watching you and seeing all that you do 
and say: nothing of that is hidden at all. 


Det eal sos Ded te Gill Gal 


34:12 And to Suleiman (We subjected) the wind, its 


morning was a month's (journey), and its afternoon 
was a month's (journey). 











o-- - o- Seo - - ¥ - - By - o- 8 a a td 
49 Ga Der Cee Gall Gey eal Que al GL, 
40) Oak 
And We caused a fount of Qitr to flow for him, and 


there were Jinn that worked in front of him, by the 
leave of his Lord. 


eel) lke (ys 48S Lal Ye age Fn ey 


And whosoever of them turned aside from Our 
command, We shall cause him to taste of the 
torment of the blazing Fire. 


ple ’y Sy Cy ate Ge o Ly Le Ay glares 
ee eee: Se - - awe 
Fre) 1 885 Sl galls 


34:13 They worked for him as he desired on 
Maharib, Tamathil, large basins like Jawab and 
Qudur Rasiyat. 


Peete eye 
"Work you, O family of Dawud, with thanks!" But 
few of My servants are grateful. 





The Favors which Allah bestowed upon Suleiman 


Allah says: 


And to Suleiman (We subjected) the wind, its morning 
was a month's (journey), and its afternoon was a 
month's (journey). 


Having mentioned the blessings with which He 
favored Dawud, Allah follows this by mentioning 
what He gave to Dawud's son_ Suleiman 
(Solomon), may peace be upon them both. He 
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subjugated the wind to him, so that it would carry 
his carpet one way for a month, then back again 
the next month. 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 


"He set out from Damascus in the morning, 
landed in Istakhar where he ate a meal, then flew 
on from Istakhar and spent the night in Kabil." 


Between Damascus and Istakhar is an entire 
month's travel for a swift rider, and between 
Istakhar and Kabul is an entire month's travel for 
a swift rider. 


ve Jed) Cue AUG... 
And We caused a fount Qitr to flow for him, 


Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, 
Ikrimah, Ata' Al-Khurasani, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Malik 
from Zayd bin Aslam, Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
and others said, 


"Qitr means copper." 
Qatadah said, "It was in Yemen." 


Allah brought forth all the things that people make for 
Suleiman, peace be upon him. 


we A OS 4a Ors Ca Oe Gall G's... 


and there were Jinn that worked in front of him, by the 
leave of his Lord. 


means, ‘We subjugated the Jinn to work in front 
of him,' by the permission of his Lord, i.e., by 
Allah's decree and = subjugation, they built 
whatever constructions he wanted, and did other 
work as well. 


Od Oe AAA ESO... 


And whosoever of them turned aside from Our 
command, 
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means, whoever among them tried to rebel and 
disobey, 


(VY) cygeeall culde Cys AB 


We shall cause him to taste of the torment of the blazing 
Fire. 


which means, burning. 
vee OLS y Cay sae (yo o Ly Le 41 glans 


They worked for him as he desired on Maharib, 
Tamathil, 


Maharib refers to beautiful structures, the best 
and innermost part of a dwelling. 


Ibn Zayd said, 
"This means dwellings." 


With regard to "Tamathil," Atiyah Al-Awfi, Ad- 
Dahhak and As-Suddi said that; 


Tamathil means pictures. 
ve Salad?) sty Ol gals laa’, 


large basins like Jawab and Qudur Rasiyat. 


Jawab, the plural form of Jabiyah, refers to 
cisterns or tanks in which water is held, and 
Qudur Rasiyat are cauldrons that stay in one 
place and are not moved around because of their 
great size. 


This was the view of Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and 
others. 


o. CMa tet 
Work you, O family of Dawud, with thanks! 


means, ‘We said to them: Work with thanks for 
the blessings that We have bestowed upon you in 
this world and the Hereafter. ' 
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This indicates that thanks may be expressed by 
actions as much as by words and intentions. 


Abu Abdur-Rahman Al-Hubuli said, 


"Prayer is thanks, fasting is thanks, every good 
deed that you do for the sake of Allah is thanks, 
and the best of thanks is praise." 


This was recorded by Ibn Jarir. In the Two Sahihs, it is 
reported that the Messenger of Allah said: 

erves) aly ONS ofa dle (165 ail stiuall Gash oO 
Anode ality y Alli D garg « Sit) 
Ua'gs gues GIS O'g!3 alae led atl ol) pliall Gasl’, 
coll 13) Sis Uy «Legs “phat 
The most beloved of prayer to Allah is the prayer 
of Dawud. He used to sleep for half the night, 


stand in prayer for a third of it and sleep for a 
sixth of it. 


The most beloved of fasting to Allah is the fasting 
of Dawud. He used to fast for a day then not fast 
for a day, and he never fled the battlefield. 


Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Fudayl said concerning the 
Ayah: ! $4 49/3 di | 41 (Work you, O family of Dawud, 
with thanks!) 


Dawud said, "O Lord! How can I thank you when 
thanks itself is a blessing from You!" 


He said: "Now you have truly given thanks to Me, 
for you have realized that it is a blessing from 
Me." 


(V¥) 2) SSM (gale Ge Unis... 
But few of My servants are grateful. 


This is a reflection of reality. 
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Y) Alpe le agls e Ci'gall aule lined Leki 
i a) 
34:14 Then when We decreed death for him, 
nothing informed them (Jinn) of his death except a 


little worm of the earth which kept (slowly) 
gnawing away at his stick. 


Lo a & gales 1 AS “ol | Gall Gis a Le 
Creel) aed 81 sul 


So when he fell down, the Jinn saw clearly that if 
they had known the Unseen, they would not have 
stayed in the humiliating torment. 





The Death of Suleiman 


Allah tells: 


Then when We decreed death for him, 


Allah tells us how Suleiman, peace be upon him, 
died and how Allah concealed his death from the 
Jinn who were subjugated to him to do hard 
labor. He remained leaning on his stick, which 
was his staff, as Ibn Abbas may Allah be pleased 
with him, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others 
said. 


He stayed like that for a long time, nearly a year. 
When a creature of the earth, which was a kind of 
worm, ate through the stick, it became weak and 
fell to the ground. Then it became apparent that 
he had died a long time before. 


It also became clear to Jinn and men alike that 
the Jinn do not know the Unseen as they (the 
Jinn) used to imagine and tried to deceive people. 
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This is what Allah says: 


nothing informed them (Jinn) of his death except a little 
worm of the earth which kept (slowly) gnawing away at 
his stick. So when he fell down, the Jinn saw clearly that 
if they had known the Unseen, they would not have 
stayed in the humiliating torment. 


meaning, it became clear to the people that they 
(the Jinn) were lying. 


Seats Ged Ge CN We pg Ld US 


Gy 9 Aah sah 4 155 2) 30 Ga 19k 
“ss 


34:15 Indeed there was for Saba’ a sign in their 
dwelling place -- two gardens on the right and on 
the left; (and it was said to them:) "Eat of the 
provision of your Lord, and be grateful to Him." A 
fair land and an Oft-Forgiving Lord! 


eee ee ap oi 


34:16 But they turned away, so We sent against 
them flood released from the dam, and We 
converted their two gardens into gardens producing 
bitter bad fruit, and Athl, and some few lote trees. 


V5 8S Ley ag ty je all 


34:17 Like this We requited them because they 
were ungrateful disbelievers. 
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~ 98S YY os jas UB's 


And never do We requite in such a way except those 
who are ungrateful (disbelievers). 











The Disbelief of Saba' (Sheba) and Their Punishment 


Saba’ refers to the kings and people of the Yemen. 


At-Tababa’ ah (Tubba’) (surname of the ancient kings of 
Yemen) were part of them, and Bilqis, the queen who met 
Suleiman, peace be upon him, was also one of them. 


They lived a life of enviable luxury in their land with plentiful 
provision, crops and fruits. Allah sent them messengers telling 
them to eat of His provision and give thanks to Him by 
worshipping Him alone, and they followed that for as long as 
Allah willed, then they turned away from that which they had 
been commanded to do. So they were punished with a flood 
which scattered them throughout the lands around Saba’ in all 
directions, as we will see in detail below, if Allah wills. In Him 
we put our trust. 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Farwah bin Musayk Al-Ghutayfi, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, 


"A man said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Tell me about Saba' 
-- what was it, a land or a woman?’ 


He said: 

Faw Cyalfid cal gll Gye B pic 4] aly UR Aish col ool Wy pe a Gul 

tt’, 6 Oe Alile’, alas s ask | gee lis Cpall ala 4a ac lsd y 
SUN y “ilany Geake'y SH Gf wl SSG 1 SOLS Cyl 

It was neither a land nor a woman. It was a man who 


had ten children, six of whom went Yemen and four of 
whom went Ash-Sham. 


Those who went Ash-Sham were Lakhm, Judham, Amilah 
and Ghassan. 
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Those who went south were Kindah, Al-Ash’ ariyyun, Al- 
Azd, Madhhij, Himyar and Anmar. 


A man asked, *Who are Anmar?' 


He said: 
Those among whom are Khath’ am and Bajilah." 


This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi in his Jami* (Sunan) in 
more detail than this; then he said, "This is a Hasan 
Gharib Hadith." 


The genealogists -- including Muhammad bin Ishaq -- said, 


"The name of Saba’ was Abd Shams bin Yashjub bin 
Yarub bin Qahtan; he was called Saba" because he was 
the first Arab tribe to disperse. 


He was also known as Ar-Ra'ish, because he was the 
first one to take booty in war and give it to his people, so 
he was called Ar-Ra'ish; because the Arabs call wealth 
Rish or Riyash. 


They differ over Qahtan, about whom there were three 
views. 


- The first, he descended from the line of Iram bin Sam 
bin Nuh, then there were three different views over how 
he descended from him. 


- The second was that he was descended from “Abir, 
another name for Hud, peace be upon him, then there 
were also three different views over exactly how he 
descended from him. 


- The third was that he was descended from Ismail bin 
Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be upon him, then there were 
also three different views over exactly how he descended 
from him. 


This was discussed in full detail by Imam Al-Hafiz Abu 
Umar bin Abdul-Barr An-Namari, may Allah have mercy 
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on him, in his book Al-Musamma Al-Inbah Ala Dhikr Usul 
Al-Qaba’'il Ar-Ruwat. 


The meaning of the Prophet's words, Gull G« Usy oS (He 
was a man among the Arabs), means that he was one of 
the original Arabs, who were before Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, and were descendants of Sam bin Nuh (Shem, 
the son of Noah). 


According to the third view mentioned above, he 
descended from Ibrahim, peace be upon him, but this 
was not a well-known view among them. And Allah 
knows best. 


But in Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is reported that the Messenger 
of Allah passed by a group of people from (the tribe of) 
Aslam who were practicing archery, and he said, cL | ga) 
Leaky GIS aSUI GIS use] (Shoot, O sons of Isma‘ il, for your 
father was an archer). 


Aslam was a tribe of the Ansar, and the Ansar -- both 
Aws and Khazraj -- were from Ghassan, from the Arabs 
of Yemen from Saba', who settled in Yathrib when 
Saba' was scattered throughout the land when Allah 
sent against them the flood released from the dam. 


A group of them also settled in Syria, and they were 
called Ghassan for the name of the water beside which 
they camped -- it was said that it was in the Yemen, or 
that it was near Al-Mushallal, as Hassan bin Thabit, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said in one of his poems. The 
meaning of his words: 


"If you ask, then we are the community of the 
noble descendants, our lineage is Al-Azd and our 
water is Ghassan." 


Gall Gs dye Al Al's 
He had ten sons among the Arabs. 


means that these ten were of his lineage, and that 
the origins of the Arab tribes of the Yemen go back to 
him, not that they were his sons born of his loins. 
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There may have been two or three generations 
between him and some of them, or more or less, as 
is explained in detail in the books of genealogy. 


The meaning of the words, 
4a | aghe ae lbs Ah ae he (yall 
Six of whom went south and four of whom went north. 


is that after Allah sent against them the flood 
released from the dam, some of them stayed in their 
homeland, whilst others left to go elsewhere. 


The Dam of Ma'arib and the Flood 


The story of the dam is about the water which used to come to 
them from between two mountains, combined with the floods 
from rainfall and their valleys. Their ancient kings built a huge, 
strong dam and the water reached a high level between these 
two mountains. Then they planted trees and got the best fruits 
that could ever be harvested, plentiful and beautiful. 


A number of the Salaf, including Qatadah, mentioned that a 
woman could walk beneath the trees, carrying a basket or 
vessel -- such as is used for gathering fruit -- on her head. And 
that the fruit would fall from the trees and fill the basket 
without any need for her to make the effort to pick the fruit, 
because it was so plentiful and ripe. 


This was the dam of Ma'arib, a land between which and San‘a’ 
was a journey of three days. 


Others said that in their land there were no flies, mosquitoes or 
fleas, or any kind of vermin. This was because the weather was 
good and the people were healthy, and Allah took care of them 
so that they would single out and worship Him alone, as He 
says: 


Indeed there was for Saba~ (Sheba) a sign in their 
dwelling place, 


Then He explains this by saying: 
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two gardens on the right and on the left; 


meaning, the two sides where the mountains 
were, and their land was in between them. 


(9) “98 ayy ie Sah AN) SB BET) 5 Oe |B 


(and it was said to them:) "Eat of the provision of your 
Lord, and be grateful to Him." 


A fair land and an Oft-Forgiving Lord! 


means, ‘He would forgive you if you continue to 
worship Him alone.’ 


la yeti 
But they turned away, 


means, from worshipping Allah alone and from 
giving thanks to Him for the blessings that He had 
bestowed upon them, and they started to worship 
the sun instead of Allah, as the hoopoe told 
Suleiman, peace be upon him: 


Ube Uy ole US oe CS AALS al ay 


eel Cbs All oss Ge Udedll Ustin Le' Leaas 

Cy sties Y aed imal I ye ad tuad aglac j Canal 
"I have come to you from Saba' (Sheba) with 
true news. I found a woman ruling over them, 
she has been given all things, and she has a great 
throne. I found her and her people worshipping 
the sun instead of Allah, and Shaytan has made 
their deeds fair seeming to them, and has barred 
them from the way, so they have no guidance." 
(27:22-24) 
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we etl is agile GILG 
so We sent against them flood released from the dam, 


Some, including Ibn Abbas, Wahb bin Munabbih, 
Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said that; 


when Allah wanted to punish them by sending the 
flood upon them, he sent beasts from the earth to 
the dam, large rats, which made a hole in it. 


Wahb bin Munabbih said, 


"They found it written in their Scriptures that the 
dam would be destroyed because of these large 
rats. So they brought cats for a while, but when 
the decree came to pass, the rats overran the 
cats and went into the dam, making a hole in it, 
and it collapsed." 


Qatadah and others said, 


"The large rat is the desert rat. They gnawed at 
the bottom of the dam until it became weak, then 
the time of the floods came and the waters hit the 
structure and it collapsed. The waters rushed 
through the bottom of the valley and destroyed 
everything in their path -- buildings, trees, etc." 


As the water drained from the trees that were on the 
mountains, to the right and the left, those trees dried up 
and were destroyed. Those beautiful, fruit-bearing trees 
were replaced with something altogether different, as 
Allah says: 


vo Bed JST AIS cil petite, ALT 


and We converted their two gardens into gardens 
producing bitter bad fruit (ukul khamt), 


Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Ata' Al-Khurasani, Qatadah 
and As-Suddi said, 


"It refers to Arak (Zingiber officinale) and 
bitter bad fruit." 


Zi 


ree 
and Athl, 
Al- Awfi and Ibn Abbas said that this means tamarisk. 


Others said that it means a tree that resembles a 
tamarisk, and it was said that it was the gum acacia or 
mimosa. And Allah knows best. 


(19) Jab a Oe oy... 


and some few lote trees. 


Because the lote trees were the best of the trees 
with which the garden was replaced, there were 
only a few of them. 


This is what happened to those two gardens after they 
had been so fruitful and productive, offering beautiful 
scenes, deep shade and flowing rivers: they were 
replaced with thorny trees, tamarisks and lote trees with 
huge thorns and little fruit. This was because of their 
disbelief and their sin of associating others with Allah, 
and because they denied the truth and turned towards 
falsehood. 


Allah said: 
(VY) <5 583) UY co 34 Ub'g | 5) 8S Le adl ja alls 


Like this We requited them because they were ungrateful 
disbelievers. And never do We requite in such a way 
except those who are ungrateful. 


meaning, We punished them for their disbelief.' 


Mujahid said, 
"He does not punish anyone except the 
disbelievers." 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 


"Allah the Almighty has spoken the truth: no one 
will be punished in a manner that befits the sin 
except the ungrateful disbelievers." 
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ek os OG I ull Oe, A 
Cyale LAG, TG teal ye sol Ge 


34:18 And We placed, between them and the towns 
which We had blessed, towns easy to be seen, and 
We made the stages (of journey) between them 
easy (saying): "Travel in them safely both by night 
and day." 


sige pai fay Wd Gp WL 


5 ye Se agi8 a g ey 


34:19 But es said: "Our Lord! Make the stages 
between our journey longer,"' and they wronged 
themselves; so We made them as tales (in the 
land), and We dispersed them all totally. 


Jt lke UI coy ah (3 
Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, 
grateful (person). 





The Trade of Saba' and Their Destruction 


Allah tells us about the blessings which the people of Saba' 
enjoyed, and the luxuries and plentiful provision which was 
theirs in their land, with its secure dwellings and towns which 
were joined to one another, with many trees, crops and fruits. 
When they traveled, they had no need to carry provisions or 
water with them; wherever they stopped, they would find water 
and fruits, so they could take their noontime rest in one town, 
and stay overnight in another, according to their needs on their 
journey. 


Allah says: 


And We placed, between them and the towns which We 
had blessed, 
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Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Sa’id bin Jubayr and Malik, who 
narrated it from Zayd bin Aslam, and Qatadah, Ad- 
Dahhak, As-Suddi, Ibn Zayd and others -- all said that; 


this means the towns of Syria. 


It means they used to travel from Yemen to Syria 
via towns easy to be seen and connected to one 
another. 


Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas said, 


"“The towns which We had blessed by putting 
Jerusalem among them." 


.. pl sf... 
towns easy to be seen, 


meaning, clear and visible, known to travelers, so 
they could take their noontime rest in one town 
and stay overnight in another. 


Allah says: 

Fad WSU 
and We made the stages (of journey) between them 
easy. 


meaning, ‘We made it in a way that met the 
needs of the travelers.’ 


(VA) Coated Call's (oI Lead | sues. 
Travel in them safely both by night and day. 


means, those who travel in them will be safe both 
by night and by day. 
wae gaa | galley GLI Gyn Se GL, | lla 


But they said: "Our Lord! Make the stages between our 
journey longer," and they wronged themselves; 


They failed to appreciate this blessing, as Ibn Abbas, 
Mujahid, Al-Hasan and others said: 
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"They wanted to travel long distances through 
empty wilderness where they would need to carry 
provisions with them and would have to travel 
through intense heat in a state of fear." 


- fot ytae- 4 


vee 3 pats OS aE Foy Guslal Dalia’ 


so We made them as tales (in the land), and We 
dispersed them all totally. 


means, ‘We made them something for people to 
talk about when they converse in the evening, 
how Allah plotted against them and dispersed 
them after they had been together living a life of 
luxury, and they were scattered here and there 
throughout the land. ' 


So, the Arabs say of a people when they are 
dispersed, 


"They have been scattered like Saba'," in all 
directions. 


(18) 588 jibe US OU a 8G) ... 


Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, 
grateful. 


In the punishment which these people suffered, 
the way in which their blessings and good health 
were turned into vengeance for their disbelief and 
sins, is a lesson and an indication for every 
person who is steadfast in the face of adversity 
and grateful for blessings. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Sa’d bin Abi Waqqas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, 


"The Messenger of Allah said: 

AG) Mem Sk Gal Gy) coe’ pell (a at! pd ys Cae 

Ce pall “yesh cytes AY) Dee Atmente Ail Uy KE 
acl yal ch cl) ged y eal) 2a ise UK 


31 


I am amazed at what Allah has decreed for the 
believer; if something good befalls him, He 
praises his Lord and gives thanks, and _ if 
something bad befalls him, he praises his Lord 
and has patience. The believer will be rewarded 
for everything, even the morsel of food which he 
lifts to his wife's mouth." 


This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in Al-Yawm 
wal-Laylah. 


There is a corroborating report in the Two Sahihs, 
where a Hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, says: 


Se a oF fy AY Ha EB ata 
Cx'yall UW ao aS Gat «Al ps lS 


How amazing is the affair of the believer! Allah 
does not decree anything for him but it is good 
for him. If something good happens to him, he 
gives thanks, and that is good for him;_ if 
something bad happens to him, he bears it with 
patience, and that is good for him. This is not for 
anyone except the believer." 


It was reported that Qatadah said: whe Jal e1QU al re) 8) 
yg (Verily, in this are indeed signs for every 
steadfast, grateful). It was Mutarrif who used to say: 


"How blessed is the grateful, patient servant. If 
he is given something, he gives thanks, and if he 
is tested, he bears it with patience." 


era Vieperc (een ee ae 
envy.) 


34:20 And indeed Iblis did prove true his thought 
about them, and they followed him, all except a 
group of true believers. 











C52 Cs abeal YI cytes cps agile USL; 
ak bat j ee 
BERLEN 


34:21 And he had no authority over them, -- except 
that We might test him who believes in the 
Hereafter, from him who is in doubt about it. And 
your Lord is Watchful over everything. 








How Iblis' thought about the Disbeliever proved True 


Having mentioned Saba’ and how they followed their desires, 
and the Shaytan, Allah tells us about their counterparts among 
those who follow Iblis and their own desires, and who go 
against wisdom and true guidance. 


Allah says: 
., Aa Cpl agile (gike cee 
And indeed Iblis did prove true his thought about them, 


Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others 
said that this Ayah is like the Ayah where Allah tells us 
about how Iblis refused to prostrate to Adam, peace be 
upon him, then said: 


auall ax ei coal cal (le Cue S coal (ae Crag) 
SUB Y) Aas 5 OK 
See this one whom You have honored above me, 
if You give me respite to the Day of Resurrection, 
I will surely seize and mislead his offspring all but 
a few! (17:62) 
CS CE CS A Od Ce Oe eT 
CaS ab FS) 05 Ys aglilad 


a3 





Then I will come to them from before them and 
behind them, from their right and from their left, 
and You will not find most of them as thankful 
ones. (7:17) 


And there are many Ayat which refer to this 
matter. 


(5) Coasall Clay AUS ARG 


and they followed him, all except a group of true 
believers. 


ve aks (ye agile Al LIS Ley 
And he (Iblis) had no authority over them, 
Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him said, 
"This means, he had no proof." 
1 ELE Ue gh Ga AML bed oe AD. 


except that We might test him who believes in the 
Hereafter, from him who is in doubt about it. 


means, “We gave him power over them only to 
show who believes in the Hereafter and that it will 
come to pass. ' 


The people will be brought to account and 
rewarded or punished accordingly, so that he will 
worship his Lord properly in this world -- and to 
distinguish these believers from those who are in 
doubt about the Hereafter. 


(*)) Baie oS US ole hs. 
And your Lord is a Watchful over everything. 


means, despite His watching, those who follow 
Iblis go astray, but by His watching and care, the 
believers who follow the Messengers are saved. 
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Sie Gy Sas Y al cy 98 Cpe tae} Call Ted Ss 
ca vail oi V5 Srp eull (a5 8 
Dig Os age 41 Lg ot yt 


34:22 Say: "Call upon those whom you assert 
besides Allah, they possess not even the weight of a 
speck of dust, either in the heavens or on the earth, 
nor have they any share in either, nor there is for 
Him any supporter from among them." 


43 gl (yal Y) baie 4a Sal aR, 


34:23 Intercession with Him profits not except for 
him whom He permits. 


: +) DB V3 1 lS aga olf Ye & 8 I) as 
So much so that when fear is banished from their 


hearts, they say: "What is it that your Lord has 
said?" 


* iS) # Tet gh’ Coal 1 ltd 
They say the truth. And He is the Most High, the 
Most Great. 


The Helplessness of the gods of the Idolators Here 


Allah states clearly that He is the One and Only God, the Self- 
Sufficient Master, Who has no peer or partner; He is 
independent in His command and there is no one who can share 
or dispute with Him in that, or overturn His command. 





So, He says: 


Say: "Call upon those whom you assert besides Allah..." 


meaning, the gods who are worshipped besides 
Allah. 
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we GU gb Uy aj Letall 28 973 lie gh U 


they possess not even the weight of a speck of dust, 
either in the heavens or on the earth, 


This is like the Ayah: 
Dash’ Cys Cy Rly Le 4399 Ge Ug %8 Cyl, 


And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead 
of Him, own not even a Qitmir. (35:13) 


ve Tt Ge Lagad aed Ley 


nor have they any share in either, 


means, they do not possess anything, either 
independently or as partners. 


(YY) pag] cys age Al L's .., 
nor there is for Him any supporter from among them. 


means, nor does Allah have among these rivals 
any whose support He seeks in any matter; on 
the contrary, all of creation is in need of Him and 
is enslaved by Him. 


Then Allah says: 
. 41 yal Cal i) odie 4c laiill asi W, 


Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom 
He permits. 


meaning, because of His might, majesty and 
pride, no one would dare to intercede with Him in 
any matter, except after being granted His 
permission to intercede. 


As Allah says: 
ASL VI baie AEG oS IS Cpe 


Who is he that can intercede with Him except 
with His permission? (2:255) 
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3S Oe VI US ae Es AY rl 8 lls Ce OK 
cere yay eS cal AM GAG Gl 


And there are many angels in the heavens, 
whose intercession will avail nothing except after 
Allah has given leave for whom He wills and is 
pleased with. (53:26) 


Cy sible ABLES Cpe alb’'y ect) Cal YO gets Y's 


and they cannot intercede except for him with 
whom He is pleased. And they stand in awe for 
fear of Him. (21:28) 


It was reported in the Two Sahihs through more than 
one chain of narration that the Messenger of Allah, who 
is the leader of the sons of Adam and the greatest 
intercessor before Allah, will go to stand in Al-Maqam 
Al-Mahmud (the praised position) to intercede for all of 
mankind when their Lord comes to pass judgement upon 
them. 


He said: 


(le Alls ie Uf Ah) cL Ce CI ws LE 
UF GLI i) Lady 20 G0 Gael U ay 
0-0 


Then I will prostrate to Allah, may He be exalted, 
and He will leave me (in that position), as long as 
Allah wills, and He will inspire me to speak words 
of praise which I cannot mention now. Then it will 
be said, "0 Muhammad, raise your head. 


- Speak, you will be heard; 
- ask, you will be given; 


- intercede, your intercession will be 
accepted..." 


vee CHAU | sll BES) NB Ne | ld Bes old Ge EAN AS, 


af 


So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, 
they say: 


"What is it that your Lord has said!" 
They say the truth. 


This also refers to the great degree of His might 
and power. When He speaks words of revelation, 
the inhabitants of the heavens hear what He says, 
and they tremble with fear (of Allah) so much 
that they swoon. 


This was the view of Ibn Mas*ud, may Allah be 
pleased with him, Masruq and others. 


agesld Ge & 38 14 LAs (So much so that when fear is 
banished from their hearts) means, 


when the fear leaves their hearts. 


Ibn Abbas, Ibn Umar, Abu Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, 
Ash-Sha’ bi, Ibrahim An-Nakha’i, Ad-Dhahhak, Al- Hasan 
and Qatadah said concerning the Ayah, ce EN fe 
CHAN | gl BSL OE 15s 1 ght agaslé (So much so that when 
fear is banished from their hearts, they say: "What is it 
that your Lord has said!" They say the truth), 


"When the fear is lifted from their hearts." 


When this happens, some of them say to others, 
"What did your Lord say!" 


Those (angels) who are carrying the Throne tell 
those who are next to them, then they in turn 
pass it on to those who are next to them, and so 
on, until the news reaches the inhabitants of the 
lowest heaven. Allah says, = | s!l4 (They say the 
truth) meaning, 


they report what He said, without adding 
or taking away anything. 


(VT) (aS) a “hs... 
And He is the Most High, the Most Great. 
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In his Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sahih, Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with 
him said, 


"The Prophet of Allah said: 


Vesely ASML se pal) (8 “alll 1S ZN ad 13) 
pers De E78 IM cp) ge Qe AL Alsat gal Ged 
(oe) “gh’g Gall: call 1 oll SREY) UE Ite ld 
Anas \XSy eau (3a g (geal) (3 pias Lge’ «" pS 
drddal (is ply «led pad ody GL Che's s aes Sich 
> cA SAU Gea ARS Ge CA) Gals LS Ga 
AS ya) Les call gh atl) Glad de tlh fa Ais 
GSS AS) of US alll WG, «la Gf US Gig 
JSS JAS, 138 ge W le ws all Clas AS Able Lens 

eel) ye Cie sil ACIS) STs (Gauaia TIS, 
When Allah decrees a matter in heaven, the 
angels beat their wings in submission to His 
Words, making a sound like a chain striking a 
smooth rock. When the fear is banished from 


their hearts, they say, "What is it that your Lord 
has said!" 


They say the truth, and He is the Most High, the 
Most Great. 


Then the one who is listening out hears that, and 
those who are listening out are standing one 
above the other. -- 


Sufyan (one of the narrators) demonstrated with 
his hand, holding it vertically with the fingers 
outspread. 


So he hears what is said and passes it on to the 
one below him, and that one passes it to the one 
who is below him, and so on until it reaches the 
lips of the soothsayer or fortune-teller. 


Maybe a meteor will hit him before he can pass 
anything on, or maybe he will pass it on before he 
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is hit. He tells a hundred lies alongside it, but it 
will be said, "Did he not tell us that on such and 
such a day, such and such would happen?" 


So they believe him because of the one thing 
which was heard from heaven." 


This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, not by Muslim. 
Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also 
recorded it. 


And Allah knows best. 


mS LOW 
34:24 Say: "Who gives you provision from the 
heavens and the earth!" 


ail) (a 
Say: "Allah. 


And verily, neo we or you are rightly guided or 
in plain error." 


Cy glee’ ee UE Wy Ue yal He 6 AS Y i 


34:25 Say: "You will not be asked about our sins, 
nor shall we be asked of what you do." 
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> Gall “sh°5 3 IL Gin iis aah of Lh) its aes Us 
sala) 


34:26 Say: "Our Lord will assemble us all together, 
then He will judge between us with truth. And He is 
the Just Judge, the All-Knower of the true state of 
affairs." 





iON US oS a Hl Oui Ga 


pean 


34:27 Say: "Show me those whom you have joined 
with Him as partners. 


Nay! But He is Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise." 











Allah has no partner in anything whatsoeve 


Allah says: 
vo AMD 8 ea L's aN slat Cpe ARB Gre US 


Say: "Who gives you provision from the heavens and the 
earth!" 


Say: "Allah. 


Allah tells us that He is unique in His power of 
creation and His giving of provision, and that He 
is unique in His divinity also. As they used to 
admit that no one in heaven or on earth except 
Allah gave them provision, i.e., by sending down 
water and causing crops to grow, so they should 
also realize that there is no god worthy of worship 
besides Him. 


(Y 8) pyate Shee 28") sh Tal SLY “UY... 


And verily, (either) we or you are rightly guided or in 
plain error. 


“One of the two sides must be_ speaking 
falsehood, and one must be telling the truth. 
There is no way that you and we could both be 
following true guidance, or could both be 
misguided. Only one of us can be correct, and we 
have produced the proof of Tawhid which 
indicates that your Shirk must be false.' 


Allah says: 
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cate She 68 "sf ste tad BBY “I Os... 


And verily, (either) we or you are rightly guided or in 
plain error. 


Qatadah said, 


"The Companions of Muhammad said this to the 
idolators: “By Allah, we and you cannot be 
following the same thing, only one of us can be 
truly guided." 


Ikrimah and Ziyad bin Abi Maryam said, 


"It means: we are rightly guided and you are in 
plain error." 


(YO) Cy glee’ Vos GELS Uy Lie yal Loe Gy offs U U8 
Say: 


"You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall we be 
asked of what you do." 


This indicates disowning them, saying, ‘you do 
not belong to us and we do not belong to you, 
because we call people to Allah, to believe that He 
is the Only God and to worship Him alone. If you 
respond, then you will belong to us and we to 
you, but if you reject our call, then we have 
nothing to do with you and you have nothing to 
do with us.' 


This is like the Ayat: 

Uae! Uae cy gis ye alsl a&Lac S&T y Tee A Ui ol SAS os 
And if they deny you, say: "For me are my deeds 
and for you are your deeds! You are innocent of 


what I do, and I am innocent of what you do!" 
(10:41) 


58S Gab US 
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Opie Le Sel Y 
Mel Le Gy stre Al Ys 
passe Ue Sle UY’, 
Mel Le Ystre Al Ys 
Cx cols Sip Sl 
Say: 


"O disbelievers! I worship not that which you 
worship, Nor will you worship that which I 
worship. And I shall not worship that which you 
are worshipping. Nor will you worship that which I 
worship. To you be your religion, and to me my 
religion."' (104:1-6) 


Uh ti ea 
Say: "Our Lord will assemble us all together..." 


means, ‘on the Day of Resurrection, He will bring 
all of creation together in one arena, then He will 
judge between us with truth, i.e., with justice.’ 


then He will judge between us with truth. 


Each person will be rewarded or punished 
according to his deeds; if they are good, then his 
end will be good, and if they are bad, then his 
end will be bad. On that Day they will know who 
has attained victory, glory and eternal happiness, 
as Allah says: 
CsA thy Me's Ae Lull 85 o's 
C9 ag Aae'y) 8 ped alll I ghee’ g I stele Guill Ula 
cod GAT sla syaN! cll, GIL 1S, 1, 8S Call GI, 
C9 wane CI dall 
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And on the Day when the Hour will be established 
-- that Day shall (all men) be separated. Then as 
for those who believed and did righteous good 
deeds, such shall be honored and made to enjoy 
luxurious life (forever) in a Garden of Delight. And 
as for those who disbelieved and denied Our 
Ayat, and the meeting of the Hereafter, such 
shall be brought forth to the torment. (30:14-16) 


Allah says: 
(V) pala Ul “Ay. 


And He is the Just Judge, the All-Knower of the true 
state of affairs. 


1 ASS 4a AT Cel 3g) Us 


Say: "Show me those whom you have joined with Him as 
partners..." 


means, ‘show me those gods whom you made as 
rivals and equals to Allah.’ 


Nay, 
means, He has no peer, rival, partner or equal. 
Allah says: 
. All a 


But He is Allah, 


meaning, the One and Only God Who has no 
partner. 


(YY) aiSall aad... 
the Almighty, the All-Wise. 


means, the Owner of might with which He 
subjugates and controls all things, the One Who is 


44 


Wise in all His Words and deeds, Laws and 
decrees. Blessed and exalted and sanctified be He 
far above all that they say. 


And Allah knows best. 


AS GST, [yay [ats Quill aa 9) GL J Oe 
(sali Y ati 
34:28 And We have not sent you except as a giver 


of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind, and 
most of men know not. 


Reo 


aie ZAK gf MDA es His 


34:29 And they say: "When is this promise if you 
are truthful!" 


A ee ear = Rae a ny 
Yo, 4cly dic Og Jaa Y a’g) Slave aXI Js 
- S ano zm 
C) gAAS 
34:30 Say: "The appointment to you is for a Day, 
which you cannot put back for an hour nor put 
forward." 





The Prophet was sent to all of Mankind 


Allah says to His servant and Messenger Muhammad: 


And We have not sent you except as a giver of glad 
tidings and a warner to all mankind, 


i.e., to all of creation among those who are 
accountable for their deeds. 


This is like the Ayah: 
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Gan 28) al US 8) Lull GG UE 


Say: "O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as 
the Messenger of Allah." (7:158) 


Tak Gualall & Aalotic cle Gls all Ui Gall EUs 


Blessed be He Who sent down the Criterion to His 
servant that he may be a warner to the all 
creatures. (25:1) 


ee Watts oat 
a giver of glad tidings and a warner means, 


to bring the glad tidings of Paradise to those who 
obey you and to warn of the fire of Hell to those 
who disobey you. 


This is like the Ayat: 
(YA) sabes U Lali US) OST... 
and most of men know not. 
Cosh gay Che ym “oly  plill “ASI Ley 
And most of mankind will not believe even if you 
desire it eagerly. (12:103) 
all) Jane ye A ght G20 YI a ye ASI abd Us 


And if you obey most of those on the earth, they 
will mislead you far away from Allah's path. 
(6:116) 


Muhammad bin Ka’b said concerning the Ayah: ly 
cult ais Uj LL) (And We have not sent you except to 
all mankind) meaning, to all the people. 


Qatadah said concerning this Ayah, 


"Allah, may He be exalted, sent Muhammad to 
both the Arabs and the non-Arabs, so the most 
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honored of them with Allah is the one who is most 
obedient to Allah." 


In the Two Sahihs it was reported that Jabir, may Allah 
be pleased with him said, 


"The Messenger of Allah said: 


CS yet Te clatll Ge Ss) Gebeg al Gs Gybel 
To gels nd (ya J ol Caen et Ea ib 
Ge gd Sig tenn Sal MO) ae Toye Say Cail 
col) Gd (a NS DIED aks, © 18 sal Jad sy 

dale (lil) col) Ghd Niet 19 Acad An’ 68 
I have been given five things which were not 
given to any of the Prophets before me. 


e I have been aided by fear (the distance of) 
a month's journey. 


e The entire earth has been made a Masjid 
and a means of purification for me, so that 
when the time for prayer comes, any man 
of my Ummah should pray. 


e The spoils of war have been made 
permissible for me, whereas they were not 
permitted for any before me. 


e I have been given the power of 
intercession; and 


e the Prophets before me were sent to their 
own people, but I have been sent to all of 
mankind." 


It was also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 


peal, afl) 1) Ghed 
I have been sent to the black and the red. 
Mujahid said, 
"This means to the Jinn and to mankind." 


47 


Others said that it meant the Arabs and the non- 
Arabs. 


Both meanings are correct. 


How the Disbelievers asked about when the Resurrection 
would happen, and the Response to Them 

Allah tells us how the disbelievers believed it unlikely that the 
Hour would ever come to pass: 


(V9) Calabi eK of SES IS Se OA 
And they say: "When is this promise if you are truthful!" 
This is like the Ayah: 
Wee & ltl 1 sle Gully Lee Oshe'd Y Call Lee Ung 
Gal LAG saber 
Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, 


while those who believe are fearful of it, and 
know that it is the very truth... (42:18) 


Then Allah says: 

(v+) Cy penis UW, dels akc Os pats U a's Sle aS Js 
Say: "The appointment to you is for a Day, which you 
cannot for an hour move back nor forward." 


meaning, ‘you have an appointed time which is 
fixed and cannot be changed or altered. When it 
comes, you will not be able to put it back or bring 
it forward,' as Allah says: 


ae Y ole 19 alll Jal Gy 
Verily, the term of Allah when it comes, 
cannot be delayed. (71:4) 
dgiee Jad Vo Gi Ley 
es oS aah ASL Y) Odi AIS Y Gb op 
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And We delay it only for a term (already) 
fixed. On the Day when it comes, no 
person shall speak except by His leave. 
Some among them will be wretched and 
(others) blessed. (11:104-105) 


SA Ws ole all Page Gel ol 58S Cntll UUs 


7 YO 


34:31 And those who disbelieve say: "We believe 
not in this Qur'an nor in that which was before it." 


Oe ag) Ue Osh sllye Gy galdall Y gf '5T 
222 (oll aguas 


But if you could see when the wrongdoers are made 
to stand before their Lord, how they will cast the 
ET are p molec Melat-mxom-lalelaal-la 


el YSN pal dF behead Sth Uo Ua 
hea 


Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: "Had it not been for you, we 
should certainly have been believers!" 


Sista (ail | e Seeks GA SI Gall Je 
eh 3 Ses Call Ge 


34:32 And those who were arrogant will say to 
those who were deemed weak: 


"Did we keep you back from guidance after it had 
come to you? 


ian o # of, at 


Nay, but you were criminals." 





Sal) Oo Ua Tg Sit GAT gael Gaal OU, 
4 ee a es Oe er Ft - Aye 
ahs 8S of UE gyal) teil’ 
34:33 Those who were deemed weak will say to 
those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your 


plotting by night and day, when you ordered us to 
disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to Him!" 


Cle 17h ad ACN SAN 1g paul Faausl Ad CRY, 


And each of them (parties) will conceal their own 
regrets, when they behold the torment. 


1588 Gall lich (4 JE Y! Ua, 
And We shall put iron collars round the necks of 
those who disbelieved. 


a (titlaye ee Aya - <€ = 0 8. 2 50 4 

Cy glans} gilS Le YY G's Fas Us 
Are they requited aught except what they used to 
(ofo}} 


How the Disbelievers have agreed in this World to deny the 
Truth, and how They will dispute with One Another on the Day 





Allah tells us about the excessive wrongdoing and stubbornness 
of the disbelievers, and their insistence on not believing in the 
Holy Qur'an and what it tells them about the Resurrection. 


Allah says: 


And those who disbelieve say: "We believe not in this 
Qur'an nor in that which was before it." 


50 


But if you could see when the wrongdoers are made to 
stand before their Lord, 


Allah threatens them and warns them of the humiliating 
position they will be in before Him, arguing and disputing 
with one another: 


vo gieel Gell Uo Ul aks ol pels 2! 
how they will cast the (blaming) word one to another! 


Those who were deemed weak (this refers to the 
followers) -- 


ve be Sl Qual 


to those who were arrogant -- (this refers to the leaders 
and masters) -- 


(TY) Cabe'ge USI SI US ., 


Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been 
believers! 


meaning, ‘if you had not stopped us, we would 
have followed the Messengers and believed in 
what they brought.’ 


Agi Quill | St Gal UL 


And those who were arrogant will say to those who were 
deemed weak: 


i.e. their leaders and masters, those who were 
arrogant, will say to them: 


wae phot YS sll ye SAI Sa 


Did we keep you back from guidance after it had come to 
you? 


meaning, ‘we did nothing more to you than to 
call you, and you followed us without any 
evidence or proof, and you went against the 
evidence and proof which the Messengers brought 
because of your own desires; it was your own 
choice.' 
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They will say: 
(TY) Cue see lif Us... 
cee Ney SAN Xe Ua RN Gall | gba Gal UE, 
"...Nay, but you were criminals." 


Those who were deemed weak will say to those who 
were arrogant: 


"Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day..." 


meaning, ‘you used to plot against us night and 
day, tempting us with promises and false hopes, 
and telling us that we were truly guided and that 
we were following something, but all of that was 
falsehood and manifest lies.' 


Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said: JUgils ull Ss Us (Nay, but it 
was your plotting by night and day), means, 


"You plotted by night and day." 


Malik narrated something similar from Zayd bin 
Aslam. 


. lait al ORT, alll Oe Gf UH, A 


when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up 
rivals to Him! 


means, ‘to set up gods as equal to Him, and you 
created doubts and confusion in our minds, and 
you fabricated far-fetched ideas with which to 
lead us astray.' 


6 CM Sy Cd ACNE |g sual 
And each of them (parties) will conceal their own 


regrets, when they behold the torment. 


means, both the leaders and the followers will 
feel regret for what they did previously. 


a2 


18S CpAll GlieT 4 Ulle  US , 
And We shall put iron collars round the necks of those 
who disbelieved. 


This is a chain which will tie their hands to their 
necks. 


(FY) cysts 9S Ue U Gj Fa Ub .. 
Are they requited aught except what they used to do. 


means, they will be punished according to their 
deeds: the leaders will be punished according to 
what they did, and the followers will be punished 
according to what they did. 


Opal Y GST, Carus JS) Ue 
He will say: "For each one there is double 
(torment), but you know not." (7:38) 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, 


"The Messenger of Allah said: 
BAG Aa oe AU Ugh Gl Ge AS 
oi AD le ike tl By 


When the people of Hell are driven towards it, it 
will meet them with its flames, then the Fire will 
burn their faces and the flesh will all fall to their 
hamstrings." 


Ua 8) Us 6 ie fo NEY) aS ope a8 LA GL eg 
Og 8S 49 pil f 


34:34 And We did not send a warner to a township 
but those who were given the worldly wealth and 
luxuries among them said: "We believe not in what 
you have been sent with." 











Caries Gad Ley Lat ly Yigal AST Gail lls, 
34:35 And they say: "We are more in wealth and in 
children, and we are not going to be punished." 


PSI 81, i, SR ca BL A 
Y gales a Yo lll 


34:36 Say: "Verily, my Lord expands the provision 
to whom He wills and restricts, but most men know 
not." 


Y) ceil’ Wate SF oly RATS YW AISI Uy 
Laban Unc s Kul (ys 
34:37 And it is not your wealth, nor your children 


that bring you nearer to Us, but only he who 
believes, and does righteous deeds; 


ced ads I glee Ley Lael Apsevarciape {a 


Cy gale 14" yall 


as for such, there will be multiple rewards for what 
they did, and they will reside in the high dwellings 
(Paradise) in peace and security. 


CO anol eae oe 


= Pe aiOk ee 

Joa 
34:38 And those who strive against Our Ayat, to 
frustrate them, they will be brought to the torment. 


40 ahs cnlie (ye ls yal Gj II Lach 4) U! US 


34:39 Say: "Truly my Lord expands the provision for 
whom He wills of His servants, and (also) restricts 
(it) for him, 





OBI “iS “gig ATR “08 oo Ce pAicail Les 


Tate Mint) e-col-\\(-1 mm Colm ol-lalemoym-lanadal fale mma (mai 
replace it. for He is the Best of those Who grant 
Sustenance. 








How Those Who lived a Life of Luxury disbelieved in the 
Messengers and were misled by Their pursuit of Wealth and 





Allah is consoling His Prophet and commanding him to follow 
the example of the Messengers that came before him. He tells 
him that no Prophet was ever sent to a township but those 
among its people who lived a life of luxury disbelieved in him, 
and the weaker people of the town followed him. 


The people of Nuh, peace be upon him, said to him: 
OFM GLE all Ge 
Shall we believe in you, when the weakest (of the 
people) follow you. (26:110) 
oll a6 GUI os Gl 9) GRE GIS Ley 
nor do we see any follow you but the meanest among us 
and they (too) followed you without thinking. (11:27) 


The leaders among the people of Salih said: 


aegis Cle Cyal J gael pill An si Us | 5S aver) os ae Js 
Co she'g 4g es F Cay Uy lth a ce Ul fe Calne Gy seed 
Og 8S 43 pidele Cottls OH) 1s pS) Cyst Oe 

The leaders of those who were arrogant among his 
people said to those who were counted weak -- to such 


of them as believed: "Know you that Salih is one sent 
from his Lord." 


They said: "We indeed believe in that with which he has 
been sent." 
fs) 


Those who were arrogant said: "Verily, we disbelieve in 
that which you believe in." (7:75-76). 


And Allah said: 
Coll Gs Ce agile al Gye oY AT Nol ot es apices Lid GUIS, 
(a Soa aol a 


Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they 
might say: "Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has 
favored from among us!" 


Does not Allah know best those who are grateful! (6:53) 
Lead 1s) Seal Lene yore SI 8 US (8 Ui alli, 

And thus We have set up in every town great ones of its 

wicked people to plot therein. (6:123) 

and, 

sill (ile Gad ed 1 a Od 2 lS GJ EX 145 

V preci Lala yeaa 

And when We decide to destroy a town (population), We 

(first) send a definite order to those among them who 

lead a life of luxury. Then, they transgress therein, and 


thus the Word (of torment) is justified against it (them). 
Then We destroy it with complete destruction. (17:16) 


And Allah says here: 
woe JES oe A gd ULE Les 
And We did not send a warner to a township, 
meaning a Prophet or a Messenger, 
. Ue sf fe SE, 


but those who were given the worldly wealth and 
luxuries among them, 


means, those who enjoyed a life of riches and 
luxury, and positions of leadership. 
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Qatadah said, 


"They are their tyrants, chiefs and leaders in 
evil." 


(Tf) Gs lS 4g Af Ly Yl... 
We believe not in the (Message) with which you have 


been sent. 


means, ‘we do not believe in it and we will not 
follow it.' 


Allah tells us that those who enjoyed a life of luxury and who 
disbelieved the Messengers said: 


(YO) Cyysdetas Cpa Leg MAU SF’ Ul gel “SST Cpa | oll, 


And they say: "We are more in wealth and in children, 
and we are not going to be punished." 


meaning, they were proud of their great wealth 
and great numbers of children, and they believed 
that this was a sign that Allah loved them and 
cared for them, and that if He gave them this in 
this world, He would not punish them in the 
Hereafter. This was too far-fetched. 


Allah says: 
Coals Ste ce 43 pb ded Lally seca 
Os Y Db SUAN a Ae 
Do they think that in wealth and children with 


which We enlarge them We hasten unto them 
with good things. 


Nay, but they perceive not. (23:55-56) 
eee Tae 4G 
Os 8S b's penal Ga" Fry WEA!) 3 geal 


So, let not their wealth nor their children amaze 
you; in reality Allah's plan is to punish them with 
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these things in the life of this world, and that 
their souls shall depart while they’ are 
disbelievers. (9:55) 


and, 
Vagaiy Cals Cye'y (od 9 
fa pte Yio GRA, 
Va sgat Cah s 
Taaghad 4] Casgee'y 
aI ol eka 38 
fais HOY os 44) YK 
[a sei Ada’ hs 


Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom I created 
lonely. And then granted him resources in 
abundance. And children to be by his side. And 
made life smooth and comfortable for him. After 
all that he desires that I should give more. 


Nay! Verily, he has been opposing Our Ayat. I 
shall oblige him to face a severe torment! (74:11- 
17) 


And Allah has told us about the story of the owner 
of those two gardens, that he had wealth and 
crops and children, but that could not help him at 
all when all of that was taken from him in this 
world, before he reached the Hereafter. 


Allah says here: 
vee D's ol Gal GNI aun 1 Gy 
Say: "Verily, my Lord expands the provision to whom He 
wills and restricts..." 


meaning, He gives wealth to those whom He 
loves and those whom He does not love, and He 
makes poor whom He wills and makes rich whom 
He wills. He has complete wisdom and clear 
proof, 
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(TX) eke U Us GSI OST... 
but most men know not. 
Then Allah says: 
1 Al ie AS ay SUEY Uy PAG Ly 
And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring 
you nearer to Us, 


meaning, ‘these things are not a sign that We 
love you or care for you. ' 


Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said 
that the Messenger of Allah said: 


‘pa Lal) UST, «AKI gal’y AK geen Col) be U Mad tl 
Albee 's aX sli 


Allah does not look at your outward appearance 
or your wealth, rather He looks at your hearts 
and your deeds. 


Muslim and Ibn Majah also recorded this. 
Allah says: 
wo, Cale Uae’ yal Gia tH. 
but only he who believes, and does righteous deeds; 


meaning, ‘only faith and righteous deeds will 
bring you closer to Us.' 


bee ay cabal 6p pa ALTE 


as for such, there will be multiple rewards for what they 
did, 


means, the reward will be multiplied for them 
between ten and seven hundred times. 


(FY) Ge BA Gay, 
oo 


and they will reside in the high dwellings in peace and 
security. 


means, in the lofty dwellings of Paradise, safe 
from all misery, fear and harm, and from any evil 
they could fear. 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ali, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 


Us Ved slar’y clei glad Gye Ua) gel oot Wal Sa (8 
lay seh 
In Paradise there are lofty rooms whose outside 


can be seen from the inside and whose inside can 
be seen from the outside. 


A Bedouin asked, "Who are they for?" 

He said: 

Sy he’s caltall plat’, cpledall gatal’y «Alls Cb Lal 
25 (lis 

For those who speak well, feed the hungry, 


persist in fasting and pray at night while people 
are asleep. 


ee 


And those who strive against Our Ayat, to frustrate 
them, 


means, those who try to block people from the 
path of Allah and from following His Messengers 
and believing in His signs, 


(TA) Os pees lel) 8 GTS 
they will be brought to the torment. 


means, they will all be punished for their deeds, 
each one accordingly. 


wD STs ale tye ol oa) GN ALG AO YU 
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Say: "Truly, my Lord expands the provision for whom He 
wills of His servants, and (also) restricts (it) for him..." 


means, according to His wisdom, He gives a lot of 
provision to one, and gives very little to another. 
He has great wisdom in doing so, which cannot be 
comprehended by anyone but Him. 


This is like the Ayah: 


se A Satya eH ad CS 
Sed SN"; 


See how We favor one above another, and verily, 
the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and 
greater in favor. (17:21) 


This means that just as there are differences 
between them in this world -- where one may be 
poor and in straitened circumstances’ while 
another is rich and enjoys a life of plenty -- so 
they will be in the Hereafter. There one will reside 
in apartments in the highest levels of Paradise, 
whilst another will be in the lowest levels of Hell. 


As the Prophet said, describing the best of people 
in this world: 


ola] Las aisl Ani y LS (5 jy abul Ge all 38 


He truly succeeds who becomes Muslim and is 
given just enough provision and Allah makes him 
content with what He has given." 


It was recorded by Muslim. 
vo ISS 8 9g ce itll Ly. 
and whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it. 


means, ‘whatever you spend in the ways that He 
has commanded you and permitted you, He will 
compensate you for it in this world by giving you 
something else instead, and in the Hereafter by 
giving you reward. ' 
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It was reported that the Prophet said: 
tile aah Laatl «165 al Ug 
Allah says: "Spend, I will spend on you." 
In another Hadith it is reported that; 


every morning, two angels come, and one says, 
"O Allah, bring destruction upon the one who 
withholds (does not spend)." The other one says, 
"O Allah, give compensation to the one who 
spends." 


And the Messenger of Allah said: 
Ui) 8 ad (53 Ge URS UG ULL Gl 


Spend, O Bilal, and do not fear that the One Who 
is on the Throne will withhold from you. 


for He is the Best of those Who grant Sustenance. 


ASU) eV 5a ee Laer ad tad 2’) s 
( Was Ale 


34:40 And (remember) the Day when He will gather 
them all together, then He will say to the angels: 
"Was it you that these people used to worship!" 


; O58 1 SIS Us ped 58 Oe Lily cu} GAT lt 
x o. 8 Xs 
O95 aga ad ST Gal 
34:41 They (the angels) will say: "Glorified be You! 
You are our Protector instead of them. Nay, but 


they used to worship the Jinn; most of them were 
believers in them." 
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Uy Via Vy Lh a Rs lg 9 
(92085 Ugg oS a) a ilde 1,8 931 pls Cpa 


cy. EY. Yom Keolel-\Yemmatelat-Melm cellmer-liMmlacjii me) mat-laiimelil-) 
another. And We shall say to those who did wrong: 
"Taste the torment of the Fire which you used to 












The Angels will disown Their Worshippers on the Day o 


Allah tells, 


1. ASL Uh oh as BJOG 2 
And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all 


together, then He will say to the angels: 


Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, He 
will rebuke the idolators before all of creation. He 
will ask the angels whom the idolators used to 
worship, claiming that their idols were in the form 
of these angels and that they could bring them 
nearer to Allah. 


He will ask the angels: 
(€+) Gsiiag AS ASG Ul 
Was it you that these people used to worship? 


meaning, ‘did you command them to worship 
you!’ 


Allah says in Surah Al-Furqan: 
antall | hice oa Ble V’h& alte aithal aie 


Was it you who misled these My servants or did 
they (themselves) stray from the (right) path? 
(25:17) 
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And He will say to “Isa, peace be upon him: 
JS all sd oe ceed Lah, is) Qld Gb Gs} 
Ged GI 1O8 Galas 


Did you say unto men: "Worship me and my 
mother as two gods besides Allah,' 


He will say: "Glory be to You! It was not for me to 
say what I had no right (to say)."" (5:116) 


They (the angels) will say: 


Glorified be You! 


meaning, exalted and sanctified be You above the 
notion that there could be any god besides You. 


a. ag os HY, col 
You are our Protector instead of them. 


means, we are Your servants and we disown 
these people before You. 


we Cal Ota | AS Oh. 
Nay, but they used to worship the Jinn; 


meaning, the Shayatin, because they are the 
ones who made idol worship attractive to them 
and who misguided them. 


(£1) Chess age ab iS... 
most of them were believers in them. 
This is like the Ayah: 
Vay ye Gas Y) Gy 905 O's GAN YY 43 53 oe G50 Gl 
al) 4i.4 
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They invoke nothing but females besides Him, 
and they invoke nothing but Shaytan, a 
persistent rebel! Allah cursed him. (4:117-118) 


Allah says: 
: nee” W, less B yaaa aXizas aa U a sila 
So Today, none of you can profit or harm one another. 


means, ‘none of those idols and rivals whom you 
hoped would benefit you, will be of any avail to 
you, those whom you worshipped in the hope that 
they would help you at times of stress and 
calamity. Today they will have no power either to 
benefit you or to harm you.' 


| galls Gall sis... 


And We shall say to those who did wrong: -- meaning 
the idolators -- 


(£1) Cs3S5 Les oli (call JUHI alte 195... 
"Taste the torment of the Fire which you used to deny." 


meaning, this will be said to them by way of 
rebuke. 


Us) YI ae Let oll clit While agile LM IY, 
aS'slle ding UIS ee aS GI AL 


34:43 And when Our Clear Verses are recited to 
them, they say: "This is naught but a man who 
wishes to hinder you from that which your fathers 
used to worship." 


o fitte C8) YY) Tae Let oll, 


And they say: "This is nothing but an invented lie." 











“fous WTR tf hele Ul GAUL Quill UW, 


And those who disbelieve say of the truth when it 
has come to them: "This is nothing but evident 
magic!" 


al a) 4a- 0 F [-- ein AA oe Ag o,w of 40% qo = 
ANS aged) Lhul} Leg Ugh gas py CaS Cpe agile Leg 


es 
Ja UA 


34:44 And We had not given them Scriptures that 
they could study, nor sent to them before you any 
warner. 


ag Cy Cuil OSS’, 
34:45 And those before them denied; 


lel | SBS Hele Lethe Ab 


these have not received even a tenth of what We 
had granted to those (of old); yet they denied My 
Messengers. 


4-4 7 let 
DES Cod 


Then how (terrible) was My denial! 


The Saying of the Disbelievers about the Prophets, and its 
refutation| 


Allah tells; 





And when Our Clear Verses are recited to them, 


Allah tells us that the disbeliever deserve to be severely 
punished by Him, because when His clear Verses were 
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recited to them, and they heard them fresh from the lips 
of His Messenger, they said: 


1 ASIST 8G GIS Uae aad of Ay URS Ul Sie Cag 


They say: "This is naught but a man who wishes to 
hinder you from that which your fathers used to 
worship." 


meaning, that the religion of their fathers was the 
truth and that what the Messenger brought to 
them was false -- may the curse of Allah be upon 
them and their fathers! 


(5 file GH) UY) MMe Le | ML 
And they say: "This is nothing but an invented lie." 


referring to the Qur'an. 
(£1) Gade Jase Uy Sa Gp pel CA Gal LAS Gal Uy. 


And those who disbelieve say of the truth when it has 
come to them: "This is nothing but evident magic!" 


Allah says: 
(££) 28h Cpe GIES gill ULL Lely Ui gah AK ge AALS Le 


And We had not given them Scriptures that they could 
study, nor sent to them before you any warner. 


meaning, Allah did not reveal any Book to the 
Arabs before the Qur'an, and He did not send any 
Prophet to them before Muhammad. They used to 
wish for that and say, ‘if only a warner comes to 
us or a Book is revealed to us, we would be more 
guided than others,' but when Allah blessed them 
with that, they disbelieved him and stubbornly 
rejected him. 


Then Allah says: 
vee PRLS Ge Ctl GSS’, 


And those before them denied; 
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meaning, other nations. 
wo PALES Ue Ut | gal Le, 


these have not received even a tenth of what We had 
granted to those (of old); 


Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
"Of the power of this world." 


This was also the view of Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn 
Zayd. 


This is like the Ayat: 


I yetly Lees fel Ua, 8 KE yf Lad EK MT, 
cy peut Ys able: IY, agra agic (fel La sual’, 
As VgllS Ue pgs GU’ al 5 Ey state 1S Y ght 

O3¢ Seay 
And indeed We had firmly established them with 
that wherewith We have not established you! And 
We had assigned them the hearing, seeing, and 
hearts; but their hearing, seeing, and their hearts 
availed them nothing since they used to deny the 


Ayat of Allah, and they were completely encircled 
by that which they used to mock at! (46:26) 


oe Cell) ke IS CHS Ty a Ga 8) 8 Van ll 

368 sat agus “AS | gilS ag hs 
Have they not traveled through the earth and 
seen what was the end of those before them They 


were more in number than them and mightier in 
strength. (40:82) 


but that did not protect them from the 
punishment of Allah, and Allah destroyed them 
because they denied His Messengers. 


Allah says: 


(£2) 2S 0S GS JU | sh 
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yet they denied My Messengers. Then how (terrible) was 
My denial! 


meaning, “how severe was My wrath and how 
great was My avenging of My Messengers.’ 


a SB s othe all ge gf of Bangs aSlae| Leal} US 
aa AST att YI) “9a Gy) Abe Cs Raa es Le 1g Ratt 


was ise Gd 


34:46 Say: "I exhort you to one (thing) only, that 
you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, 
and reflect, there is no madness in your companion. 
He is only a warner to you in face of a severe 
torment." 








Refutation of Their Accusation that the Prophet was Insane 


Allah says: 
Say: 


Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these 
disbelievers who claim that you are crazy,' 


.. Boal: Abe! LY 
I exhort you to one (thing) only, 


meaning, I am only telling you to one thing, and 
that is: 


He Ce ABs Le |g S85 4 I iy te all ge oi oS. 
that you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, 


and reflect, there is no madness in your companion. 
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meaning, ‘stand sincerely before Allah, without 
being influenced by your own desires or tribal 
feelings, and ask one another, is Muhammad 
crazy Advise one another,’ 


| s)88 25 and reflect means, 


let each person look within himself concerning the 
matter of Muhammad, and ask other people about 
him if he is still confused, then let him think 
about the matter. 


Allah says: pSgalacy Le | 9 S85 5 coal jig othe AU | ge oft oI 

doa Cys (that you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs 
and singly, and reflect, there is no madness in 
your companion). 


This meaning was stated by Mujahid, Muhammad 
bin Ka’ b, As-Suddi, Qatadah and others. 


This is what is meant by the Ayah. 
(£1) aad ide ou On Al i UO OL .. 
He is only a warner to you in face of a severe torment. 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, commented on this Ayah: 


"One day, the Prophet climbed up As-Safa' and shouted, 
olabol 
O people! 


The Quraysh gathered around him, and said, 
“What is the matter with you?' 


He said, 
8 Ul Rio J) Bae NU) AAT yA 


eistnal 


What do you think If I told you that the enemy 
were approaching and will reach us in the 
morning or in the evening, would you believe me? 
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They said, ‘Of course.' 
He said: 
aur ihe (53 On ASI Aa 


I am a warner to you in the face of a severe 
punishment. 


Abu Lahab said, ‘May you perish! You have called 
us together only to tell us this.' 


Then Allah revealed: 


Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and 
perish he! (111:1) 


We have already discussed this in our 
Tafsir of the Ayah: 


And warn your tribe of near kindred. (26:214) 


aS “5@8 Jal oe ASL. Us 
34:47 Say: "Whatever wage I might have asked of 
you is yours. 


agai och US cle “shy alll cle YI sual 


My wage is from Allah only, and He is a Witness 
over all things." 


ci giell ate gall Cats 9) U US 


34:48 Say: "Verily, my Lord sends down the truth, 
the All-Knower of the Unseen." 
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5) Byor 8 - a ee ep Wael abet -7- 0 

suey ley a all egy ley Gall cla US 
34:49 Say: "The truth has come, and the falsehood 
can neither create anything nor resurrect." 


Lad Cal fy coud cle Cal Lila Gas Gy US 


8 Pa - 3G ye 3 
are A ol a 

34:50 Say: "If (even) I go astray, I shall stray only 

to my own loss. But if I remain guided, it is because 

of the Revelation of my Lord to me. Truly, He is All- 

Hearer, Ever Near." 








I do not ask for any Reward for conveying the Message 





Allah commands His Messenger to: 


S 


Say, 
Allah commands His Messenger to say to the idolators: 

wo PS se al Gs ABIL Ls 
Whatever wage I might have asked of you is yours. 


meaning, “I do not want anything for conveying 
the Message of Allah to you, advising you and 
telling you to worship Allah.’ 


a fe Ula... 
My wage is from Allah only, 


means, rather I will seek the reward for that with 
Allah. 


(£¥) Augsd o5 US QT “sh’y ... 
and He is a Witness over all things. 


12 


means, He knows all things, and He knows 
everything about me and the manner in which I 
am conveying the Message to you, and He knows 
all about you. 


(6A) ag atte Gat GG LT US 
Say: "Verily, my Lord sends down the truth, the All- 
Knower of the Unseen." 
This is like the Ayah: 
oalic (ys SUK a cle 0 tal yee spl) ih 


He sends the Revelation by His command to any 
of His servants He wills. (40:15) 


meaning, He sends the angel to whomsoever He 
wills of His servants among the people on earth, 
and He is the All-Knower of the Unseen; nothing 
whatsoever is hidden from Him in the heavens or 
on earth. 


(58) Sue) Wig UD {5.8 Le (Gall ol UR 


Say: "The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither 
create anything nor resurrect." 


means, truth and the great Law have come from 
Allah, and falsehood has gone and has perished 
and vanished. 


This is like the Ayah: 
(Balj (sh 1S ARGS a Te Gall GMB 
Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so 
it destroys it, and behold, it is vanished. (21:18) 


When the Messenger of Allah entered Al-Masjid 
Al-Haram on the day of the conquest of Makkah, 
and found those idols standing around the 
Ka’ bah, he started to hit the idols with his bow, 
reciting, 
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9d) JS Sh O) ULSI Gays Gall ol Us 


And say: "The truth has come and the 
falsehood has vanished. Surely, the 
falsehood is ever bound to vanish." 
(17:81) 


and: 
At Leg UL a ogc Ley Gall ela US 


Say: "The truth has come, and _ the 
falsehood can neither create anything nor 
resurrect." 


This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At- 
Tirmidhi and An-Nasa’i. 


vee call go tad CS Gy ce Te Ul ail Gail Gy US 


Say: "If (even) I go astray, I shall stray only to my own 
loss. But if I remain guided, it is because of the 
Revelation of my Lord to me..." 


means, all good comes from Allah, and in what 
Allah sends down of revelation and clear truth 
there is guidance and wisdom. So whoever goes 
astray, does so by himself, as Abdullah bin 
Mas*ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said 
when he was asked about some issue. He said, 


"I will say what I think, and if it is correct, then it 
is from Allah, and if it is wrong, then it is from me 
and from the Shaytan, and Allah and His 
Messenger have nothing to do with it." 


(0+) C8 apes 44) 
Truly, He is All-Hearer, Ever Near. 


means, He hears all the words of His servants, and He is 
always near to respond to them when they call on Him. 


An-Nasa'i recorded the Hadith of Abu Musa Al-Ash’ ari, 
which also appears in the Two Sahihs: 


74 


Ute Ca 98 ape (y 9-8 Led) LSE Uy Quel ge SUl SY 


You are not calling upon one who is deaf or 
absent; you are calling upon One Who is All- 
Hearer, Ever Near and Responsive. 


ew 14ee a (aw estes Aes SB to 10) ee 
cad yt Ge I phat, Gd Ne 58 Soi gl 
34:51 And if you could but see, when they will be 


terrified with no escape, and they will be seized 
from a near place. 


oars So Co USSD aed ST, 4 Uille 1 lle, 


34:52 And they will say: "We do believe (now);" but 
how could they receive (Tanawush) from a place so 
far off. 


- ard A Fi hea-n- 2 : S 4 Ze 0 He 
ds IRs Cs Cals © sates 8 Gye 41 a S aE 
34:53 Indeed they did disbelieve before (in this 


world), and they (used to) conjecture about the 
Unseen, from a far place. 


ae Fe 4 1aS > oer o 8 40- = - 
Ce age sil Un8 LS ( gga Le Gyn'y agin Chia 
eae A164.) 8 
ye LE (4) glS ae 


34:54 And a barrier will be set between them and 
that which they desire, as was done in the past with 
the people of their kind. Verily, they have been in 
grave doubt. 





Allah says; 


And if you could but see, when they will be terrified with 
no escape, 
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Here Allah says: ‘if only you could see, O 
Muhammad, when these deniers are terrified on 
the Day of Resurrection, and they have no way of 
escape and nowhere to run to and no refuge.' 


(21) a tS Ga | gAal’s 


and they will be seized from a near place. 


means, they will not even be given the slightest 
chance of escape, but they will be seized from the 
first instant. 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: 


"When they come forth from their graves." 


vo. Ag Leal | lll’ 


And they will say: "We do believe (now);" 


means, on the Day of Resurrection, they will say, 
“we believe in Allah and His angels, Books and 
Messengers. ' 


This is like the Ayah: 


Lh pe Be pet!) IS GARY Sh, 
Bo alin Us a 18 La al 


And if you only could see when the criminals shall 
hang their heads before their Lord (saying): "Our 
Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us 
back that we will do righteous good deeds. Verily, 
we now believe with certainty.” (32:12) 


Allah says: 


(OY) dara So Co OB'SLHN Bed AI. 


but how could they receive from a place so far off! 


meaning, how could they attain faith now that 
they are so far removed from the place where it 
could be accepted from them, and they have 
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entered the realm of the Hereafter which is the 
realm of reward and punishment, not the realm of 
trial and testing. If they had believed in this 
world, that would have been good for them, but 
now they have entered the Hereafter, there is no 
way that their faith can be accepted, just as there 
is no way a person can get a thing if he is far 
away from it. 


Mujahid said: cist!) ag) iy but how could they At- 
Tana'wush means, 


How could they attain that? 
Az-Zuhri said, 


They will wish to attain faith when they have 
reached the Hereafter and are cut off from this 
world. 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 


They will seek something when they have no way 
of attaining it, they will seek faith from a distant 
place. 


wo Ob (ye 43 | gS 
Indeed they did disbelieve before, 


means, how can they attain faith in the Hereafter 
when in this world they disbelieved in the truth 
and denied the Messengers? 


(0%) dace Se Gye Sitdls & sis 


and they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen from a 
far place. 


Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam that he said: Gsttary 
wl (and they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen), 


means, "By guessing." as Allah says, Gudl: Lea, 
guessing at the Unseen. (18:22) 


Ti 


Sometimes they said he was a poet, sometimes 
they said he was a soothsayer, or a sorcerer, or a 
mad man, or other baseless comments. They 
denied the idea of resurrection and said: 


3s a0 % 


sig a Ly Cs] GG 


we do not think it but as a conjecture, and we 
have no firm convincing belief. (45:32) 


Qatadah and Mujahid said, 


"Their belief that there would be no resurrection, 
no Paradise and no Hell was based on mere 
conjecture." 

vee C5¢bsY Le Cty agit Ua’ 


And a barrier will be set between them and that which 
they desire, 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ad-Dahhak and others said, 
"This means faith." 

As-Suddi said: 
"It means "Repentance." 


This was also the view of Ibn Jarir, may Allah 
have mercy on him. 


Mujahid said: Gg¢tdy e Gary agie diay (And a barrier will 
be set between them and that which they desire) means, 
"This world and its wealth, luxuries and people." 


Something similar was narrated from Ibn Umar, 
Ibn Abbas and Ar-Rabi° bin Anas, may Allah be 
pleased with him. 


It is also the opinion of Al-Bukhari and the Group. 


The correct view is that there is no contradiction 
between the two views, for a barrier will be set between 
them and what they desire in this world, and what they 
seek in the Hereafter will be denied from them. 
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as was done in the past with the people of their kind. 


means, as happened to the nations of the past 
who disbelieved in the Messengers; when the 
punishment of Allah came upon them, they 
wished that they had believed, but this was not 
accepted from them. 


4a UA ty WS, ote, alll le its OT, Ge 
coh HIS 5 al) a AG PI, ad aga) Beets GL BE 

C9 25M) lle yuk 'y eal 
So, when they saw Our punishment, they said: 


"We believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we 
used to associate with Him as (His) partners." 


Then their faith could not avail them when they 
saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the 
way of Allah in dealing with His servants. And 
there the disbelievers lost utterly. (40:84-85) 


(Of) ca jo GOS 281 AIS oe 


Verily, they have been in grave doubt. 


means, in this world they had doubts, so their 
faith will not be accepted from them when they 
behold the punishment with their own eyes. 


Qatadah said, 


Beware of doubt. For whoever dies doubting, will 
be raised doubting and whoever dies believing, 
with certainty will be raised believing with 
certainty. 


This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Saba’. Allah, may He be 
glorified and exalted, is the Guide to the right way. 


hiseegeet? 
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